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only with his base, but with a column which Warren Hastings
had sent from Bengal to his assistance.   Thus strengthened he
once more encountered and defeated Hyder on the fateful field
of EolHlore, only to be compelled by lack of cavalry and supplies
to give up all hope of utilising his success and to retire to
Madras.   From here he once more moved out a few weeks later
and relieved Vellore, sweeping Hyder out of his path at the
stubbornly fought battle of Sholinghur, and then again with-
drew to his base, with his army victorious indeed, but in the last
stage of destitution.   Meanwhile, as a result of the outbreak of
war with Holland, a successful expedition against their posses-
sions of Nagore and Negapatam had  afforded  Munro an
opportunity of redeeming his damaged reputation; Trinco-
rnalee in Ceylon was also occupied, but lost again early in 1782.
Elsewhere, too, the new year opened badly for the British,
and a serious disaster to a detachment at Negapatam and the
arrival of a French fleet under Suffren jeopardised their com-
mand of the sea.   At Arnee, for the last time ere he laid down
his command, Coote foiled Hyder's renewed offensive in the
Carnatic, while the latter's son, Tippoo, was summoned west-
wards to deal with an expedition from Bombay which had
landed south of Calicut.   Suddenly, at the end of the year,
news was received that Hyder was dead.   With him there
passed from the scene perhaps the greatest and ablest of all the
enemies India has ever raised up against us.   He bequeathed
to his son Tippoo his formidable power and his hatred of the
British, but, fortunately for us, not the full measure of his
military and political ability.
Barely six months after Hyder's death his great antagonist,
Coote, also passed away as he was about to resume command of
the Madras army. A survival of the heroic period of the Seven
Years' War, he had first helped to found and then to save our
empire in the South. His last two campaigns in particular had
been masterpieces of their kind, especially in view of the
colossal difficulties under which they had been conducted, and
conclusively proved him to possess military qualities of the first
order.
III. THE OVERTHROW OF MYSORE, 1783-1800
With the departure of the two great protagonists in the
drama the Second Mysore War rapidly lost in interest. Stuart,
the new British^ commander, found himself faced not only with
the forces of Tippoo, but with an auxiliary French contingent
under the aged Bussy. Fortunately the former was once again
called away to the Malabar coast, where a force from Bombay
had possessed itself of Bednore and Mangalore, and Stuart